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First woman to be confirmed a Rl President-

nominee Jennifer Jones, member of the Rotary
Club of Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, Canada, will become
Rotary International’s president for 2022-23, a
groundbreaking selection that will make her the first
woman to hold that office in the service organization’s 115-
yearexistence.

Jones, whose confirmation comes at a unique time in
: history, is inspired by how the organization and its global
members continue to adapt, connect and serve their communities in new ways
during the coronavirus pandemic. Jones says she wants to harness this moment of
change to develop metric-driven goals that challenge us to innovate, educate and
communicate opportunities that reflect today's realities.

Jenniferis the Founder and President of Media Street Productions Inc., a twenty-
five-year old, award-winning media company in Windsor, Ontario.

Jennifer has strengthened Rotary’s reach and impact through her service in many
roles including as Trustee of the Rotary Foundation, RI Vice President, and co-
chair of the End Polio Now: Make History Today campaign.

She has received many honors and recognitions including Rotary’s Service Above
Self Award and the Citation for Meritorious Service, the YMCA Peace Medallion,
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, and Wayne State University’s Peacemaker
of the Year Award — a first for a Canadian. Jennifer is married to Rotarian Nick
Krayacich, a family physician.

WOMEN IN ROTARY - Until 1989 the Constitution and Bylaws of Rotary
International stated that Rotary Club membership was for males only. In 1978
the Rotary Club of Duarte, California, invited three women to become
members. The Rl Board withdrew the Charter of that club for violation of
Rotary Constitution. The club brought suit against Rl claiming a violation of a
state civil rights law which prevents discrimination of any form in business
establishments or public accommodations. The Appeals Court and California
Supreme Court supported the Duarte position that Rotary could not remove
the club's charter merely for inducting women into the club.The United States
Supreme Court upheld the California court indicating that Rotary Clubs do
have a "business purpose " and are in some ways public -type organizations.
This action in 1987 allowed women to become Rotarians in any jurisdiction
having similar "public accommodation" statutes.

The RI Constitutional change was made at the 1989 Council on legislation,
with a vote to eliminate the " male only " provision for all Rotary.
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DISCARD UNNECESSARY RITUALS - §. Narayana Rao

In our quest for peace of mind we spend time in a temple or a church or a mosque.
The serene atmosphere in these places of worship acts as a balm to our troubled
souls. It is a worthy ritual.

But there are rituals which we perform merely because our ancestors have
introduced them, even though many changes have taken place since the time these
evolved. Even when we do not understand the logic behind some rituals, we observe
them blindly.

For example, at Haridwar it is a custom amongst Hindu pilgrims to stand in the
river Ganga and do oblations by pouring out water with hands while praying to the
Sun. One Sikh gentleman was amused by this ritual and enquired about its meaning.
It was explained to him that water offered in this manner would reach the ancestors
in whichever world they might be. Immediately he also got into the river and started
throwing out water in all directions. On an enquiry about this strange behavior, he
explained, “I am watering my fields in Punjab. If the water you are throwing can
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reach other worlds, my water can surely reach my fields!
We need to examine the validity of each ritual that we observe.
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with the negative stuff

within.
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